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2010 Annual Report
Our twentieth anniversary year was a
resounding success – with six
informative regular programs and an
additional special Genealogy Day in
October. We also enhanced our
-by Margot Green
partnership with the Bartholomew
County Public Library, which is
helping us with publicity, and we continued to communicate information of
genealogical interest to the membership. In addition, we did some benchmarking of
other area genealogical societies to identify best practices, and we conducted a
survey of our own members. Survey results have helped us identify many topics of
interest to guide our programming, and we are pleased that many of you have
volunteered to help with various activities as we move ahead. (Potential
volunteers can expect to hear more from us in 2011.)
In 2010 BCGS was enriched not only by the expertise of our speakers but by the
participation of our members. We are truly a community of learners. Although the
availability of internet databases has changed much about how we do genealogical
research, the reasons for doing that research remain unchanged, and the BCGS
mission is as relevant today as it was in 1990. So – here’s to beginning our third
decade of genealogical inquiry. The quest continues!
Membership
Membership chair Sarah Bush has taken the lead in contacting and recruiting
members as well as keeping addresses and emails up to date. As of November 30,
2010, we had sixty-one members, including seventeen life members. We were pleased
to welcome the following seven new members for 2010: Mary Hermanson, Carolyn
Wheeler, Donna Glick, Marybeth Glick, Eleanor Haltom, Linda Forster, and Sonna
Rayburn. Two more, Judy Alexander and Helen Hiebsch, have already joined us in
2011. Sadly, founding member and past president Marcella Jones passed away this
summer. In addition to establishing an endowment through the Heritage Fund to
benefit BCGS, Marcella held several leadership positions over the years. We are
currently identifying a suitable donation to the genealogical collection at the
Bartholomew County Public Library in Marcella’s memory.
(continued next page)
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Editor’s Note: Many thanks to all BCGS Board Members for their time and articles to make Ancestors the “Voice of BCGS” !
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2010 Annual Report (continued)
2010 Programs
Vice President Jane Johnson coordinated the following slate of
programs in 2010.
January 23: Jason Hatton, Library Services Manager, led us
through a fascinating and useful program on the “Basics of
Digital Photo Editing – Tools, Tips, and Techniques.” Jason, a
regular and popular contributor to our programs, will appear
again in 2011.
March 27: Genealogist Donna Kuhlman gave us a look at
local history by describing “Old Towns and Roads in Bartholomew
County – How They Developed, Why They did (or didn’t) Last.”
Donna showed us maps of early roads developed from the south
along with settlements and trade routes. Extra input from
knowledgeable members provided additional information. A bonus
in this meeting was member Bill Chisman’s sharing a mammoth
and comprehensive chart of his family history going back several
centuries.
May 22: At the invitation of the Jackson County History
Center and Museum of Genealogical Research, we traveled to
Brownstown, which boasts a library that is a virtual goldmine for
genealogists. Members of the Jackson County Center graciously
opened the museum for us, described its abundant holdings and
then turned us loose to pursue our individual interests. It was an
enlightening day coordinated by Jennie Rauch.
July 24: Our pitch-in picnic and sharing session, hosted by
Jane Johnson and Mary Hermanson, combined delicious food with
the opportunity for the exchange of materials and good ideas from
members who described resources that had been especially helpful
to them in their research.
September 18: BCGS member and genealogist Kathy Charlton
shared her thirty years of experience in researching family history
through English records. Our meeting room was filled to capacity
– evidence that there is a lot of interest in this topic. We expect to
do more with British Isles research in 2011.
October 23: “Uncovering Genealogical Gems” was the title for
our Genealogy Day, which featured three outstanding speakers:
Member Mary Ellen Grossman describing resources available
through the Bartholomew County Courthouse; Bartholomew
County Historical Society Executive Director Julie Hughes giving
us tips for identifying, preserving and using old photographs; and
renowned genealogist Ron Darrah of Indianapolis providing
sources and methods for learning about ancestors’ military service.
The forty-six attendees enjoyed a delicious luncheon prepared by
Sarah Bush, Jennie Rauch, Mary Beth Glick, Karen Loy, and
Carolyn Wheeler. We do not plan to have a full-day “Genealogy
Day” featuring three outside speakers in 2011. Instead, we have
invited notable outside speakers to speak in some of our regular
programs.
November 20: We closed the year by inviting all founding
members in the area to join us to elect 2011 officers and celebrate
our twentieth anniversary – with refreshments. Karen Loy
provided the cake and Carolyn Wheeler the punch. Both were
delicious – and even more so was the feeling of fellowship as we
newer members enjoyed the recollections of those who were with
BCGS at the beginning.
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United Way Fire and BCGS
Unfortunately, approximately 350 copies of the Family
Histories book stored in the basement of the United Way Building
on Thirteenth Street were lost due to water damage associated
with the catastrophic fire there on Christmas Eve 2009. However,
I am pleased to report that governing documents, bound meeting
minutes, and treasurers’ reports from our first ten years, survived,
since they had been removed during a visit by Donna Kuhlman,
Jane Johnson, and me a few weeks before the fire. We also saved
the Betty Liebert papers and more than twenty Family Histories
books. So, while we regret the loss of so many of our books, we
are grateful to have retained some books as well as records of the
early years of BCGS.

Looking ahead to 2011
Jane Johnson, who served as Vice President during 2010, did
not stand for reelection to office due to assuming other
responsibilities. Over her years on the board, Jane kept us abreast
of developments in the larger genealogical research community as
well as researching and conducting entertaining and informative
programs. We thank her for her service and look forward to seeing
her in 2011.
Replacing Jane as Vice President will be Jennie Rauch, who
has distinguished herself during her two years as Secretary by her
willingness to go the extra mile to get things done. Our 2011
Secretary will be Carolyn Wheeler, who joined BCGS at the end of
2009, having moved to Columbus from Kokomo, where she was an
active member of the Howard County Genealogical Society.
Continuing in their roles will be Kim Ray, Newsletter Editor,
Sarah Bush, Treasurer and Membership Chairman, and Donna
Kuhlman and Karen Loy, Genealogists. Kim, a talented graphic
artist, has brought her talents to bear on Ancestors, giving it a
new look and making it available on-line. For the third year, Kim
also designed eye-catching “posters” for Genealogy Day publicity.
In her dual role, Sarah has kept us on track with careful
monitoring of our finances and membership lists as well as
preparing our annual surname list. Sarah has also been a
consistent source of creative ideas for our society’s development
and continuous improvement. Donna and Karen carry on our
society’s mission of helping others gather geological information
through responding to requests from the Ancestry.com bulletin
board for Bartholomew County (Donna) and Random Acts of
Genealogical Kindness (Karen). Their research efforts have yielded
some entertaining stories both in Ancestors and at our Board
meetings as well as giving us the opportunity to learn from their
detailed descriptions of research methods. In addition, Donna has
taken on responsibility for checking and refining the information
gathered in 2009 for our Garland Brook Service Project. Because
we gathered so much information, this has turned out to be a much
more demanding task than we had imagined.
In closing, I want to thank each of you for your membership
and participation in BCGS this year. We welcome your
suggestions and look forward to involving more of you in our
activities in 2011.
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2011 BCGS Programs
We have an exciting line-up of programs for 2011 based in large part on feedback from our Member Survey.
Two changes are: the inclusion of a 10 a.m. program in May and the omission of a Genealogy Day.
(Instead, we are featuring more outside speakers in some of our regular programs.)
January 22: “Hidden Wonders of the Indiana Room (and Other Resources)”
presented by Jason Hatton, Library Services Manager of the Bartholomew County Public Library. Time:
1:00 p.m. Location: Indiana Room. Jason will lead us on a tour of the Indiana Room and will showcase
some of the materials that you can find at the library to aid in your sleuthing.
March 26: “Exploring the New Beta FamilySearch Website and Resources
Available at the Columbus Family History Center” presented by Kathleen Busselberg,
Director, Columbus Family History Center. Time: 1:00 p.m. Location: Red Room, Bartholomew County
Public Library.
May 21: “Native American Identity and the Challenges Faced in Tracing
American Indian Ancestry” presented by Rebecca Victorino Martin, Acomo from the Pueblo of
Acoma New Mexico and Charmayne “Charli” Champion-Shaw of the Cheyenne-Arapahoe Tribe of
Oklahoma and faculty member in Communication Studies at IUPUI. Time: 10 a.m. (note that this is a
morning presentation) Location: Red Room, Bartholomew County Public Library.
July 23: “Genealogical Gold Found in Deeds Records” presented by Donna Kuhlman,
Genealogist and BCGS Board Member. This is also our annual pitch-in picnic and will include a materials
exchange. Time: 12:30 p.m. Location: Lower Level Conference Room, Bartholomew County Library.
September 17: “Migration of Ulster Scots to the ‘Colonies’ and Influence
of Scots Thinking on the American Revolution” presented by Mark Lawson, Trustee of
the Indianapolis Scottish Society and Convener for Clan MacLaren. Time: 1:00 p.m. Location: Red
Room, Bartholomew County Public Library.
November 19: Annual Meeting Celebration and Election of Officers. Program:
to be announced. Time: 1:00 p.m. Location: Lower Level Conference Room, Bartholomew County Public
Library.

Want your Newsletter in COLOR? It’s FREE, FAST & HOT off the Press!
Your 2011 membership offers that opportunity…..Just send us a request at
BCGS47202@yahoo.com
and get your next newsletter via. email !!

ANCESTORS
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Member Jim Lower Traces White Creek Settlement History
-by Jim Lower and Margot Green

BCGS member Jim Lower has produced a fascinating compilation of genealogical and historical
documents relating to the White Creek area of Bartholomew County. Jim created the project for
BCGS members both to provide more information about White Creek and to identify sources of
data available to researchers interested in further inquiry. The book is lavishly illustrated with
photographs, genealogical charts, and maps.
Jim begins his history of the community by introducing four Columbus High School graduates
from the Class of 1944, Ruth Aldenhagen, Victor Behrman, Norman Bogie, and Ruth
Beshear, who appeared on the same page of the yearbook, the Log. Realizing that these four
had a heritage linked to the White Creek Community, Jim decided to highlight their common
origins, especially the Kreinhagen and Tobrocke families. These related families (and many
others in the community) migrated to Bartholomew County in the mid-nineteenth century from the
Kingdom of Hannover, now mostly a part of the modern German state of Lower Saxony. These
pioneers carved out a new life in the Indiana "wilderness" while retaining much of their heritage,
especially their religious traditions.
The book focuses on the people who
migrated from the Hannover villages
of Engter, Kalkriese, and Venne,
just northeast of the city of
Osnabrϋck.
Because
the
genealogical "well" generally runs dry
here in the early 1700's, Jim’s
narration continues through the
history of the region, extending back
to the famous Varus Disaster, where
the Romans suffered one of their
worst defeats about 9 A.D. Jim then
describes the Saxon ancestors who
later arrived in the region and their
earlier origins in what is now
Denmark.
Reaching back even
further into "the mists of time", Jim’s
commentary outlines the common origins of most Europeans from homelands in central Asia.
St. John’s Lutheran Church at White Creek

Because of his own roots among the White Creek families, Jim was able to draw on his
genealogical research in identifying the common ancestry of the four 1944 graduates. This is a
great example of using one’s own knowledge to benefit others and should be an inspiration to
many of us.
Jim’s project is titled Four 1944 Graduates of Columbus High School: “Who Did They Think
They Were?” – an allusion to the 2010 NBC series on genealogy. Who Do You Think You
Are? Eventually it may be placed in the library, but for now it is available for sharing.
Contact Margot Green (mmkgreen@comcast.net) if you are interested in looking it over.

ANCESTORS
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-by Jennie Rauch

Our special October 23 Genealogy Day found 46 attendees a record number in quite a while - enjoying a variety of
speakers' topics.
Mary Ellen Grossman invited us to the County
Clerk's office any time, Monday through Friday, 8 am - 5 pm (lunch is
11:30 - 12:30), for help locating records of marriage, divorce, birth, probate, estray and more,
starting from 1821. She is in the rear of the building and really wants to help if at all possible.
Finding tax records can sometimes catch folks who were missed in the 1850 census, since everyone
pays taxes! She also noted the name you think you are looking for may have been Americanized when
docking, so keep an open mind when searching!
Julie Hughes brought some fragile treasures from the Bartholomew County Historical Society. She
showed us how the type of photo (daguerrotype, tintype or ambrotype) might help pinpoint the date
it was taken. Also watch for clues in hair and clothing styles! Tight sleeves, puffy sleeves, bustles,
etc., all had their day. Stop by and let her help you date your pictures!
Ron Darrah's military experience helped him explain some of the unique practices that can help
locate your ancestor's records. Even career military had a relatively narrow timeframe of service,
and each event - enlistment, promotion, re-enlistment, discharge, had separate paperwork.
Specialized training? Separate paperwork! Awards? More separate paperwork! Be sure to check
out the site wardepartmentpapers.org, as well as Red Cross or YMCA archives!
At November's Annual Meeting, we not only elected 2011 officers, but also
celebrated the organization's 20th Anniversary! Margot Green will continue as President. Jennie
Rauch will be Vice President. Sarah Bush will continue as Treasurer, and Carolyn Wheeler will be
Secretary. It was motioned, seconded and voted upon to donate a copy of our purple Family History
book to the Hope Library, as well as a note inside if folks would like to purchase a new copy for
themselves or as a gift.
When business was completed, we enjoyed cake and punch, and shared memories of the Society's
early days as well as favorite Holiday traditions. Jane Johnson brought copies of an old favorite
cookie recipe for everyone. She reminded us that Rubbermaid type containers are not necessarily
waterproof if upended or submerged! She suggested keeping duplicates of important papers and
pictures in a lockbox or at another family member's home for safekeeping. Donna Kuhlman reported
a book salvaged from the United Way fire/flood survived quite well in the freezer! When she
retrieved it recently, it was obviously damaged, but readable!
Only four of the 21 invited Founding Members were able to come to our celebration. Thanks to Ron,
Donna, Karen Loy and Imogene Weisner for sharing some of the fun stories of their diligent
efforts to organize and become a viable group. Ron Bulthuis told of first President John Hamblen's
meticulous paperwork and attention to detail as a legacy to all of us today. He said he thinks John
would be tickled to see that we are still in existence and going strong!
All for now - stay tuned for programs in 2011!
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Researcher’s Resources
-by Jane Johnson
NBC Who Do You Think You Are? (WDYTYA), Season 2 begins Jan 21
and will include Lionel Richie, Rosie O’Donnell, Tim McGraw, Ashley Judd,
Steve Buscemi, Vanessa Williams and Kim Cattrall. (Source: www.familytreecommunity.com)
The new version of family search (beta testing) is now available at the home page
familysearch.org. While there are now many more records available for searching, the 100-plus
how-to articles and more than 40,000 useful articles are also a great contribution for supporting
your family research.

New Genealogy Site: http://www.genealogycenter.org
“The Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana has launched a new genealogy web site.
The aim is to make it easier for people to find out about their family ancestry without actually
visiting the library's Genealogy Center.
The new web site, located at www.genealogycenter.org, includes several free databases and
portals including the African American Gateway, Family Bible Records and Our Military Heritage
that have been developed by the Genealogy Center.
The Genealogy Center’s website includes other resources, including full-text books that have been
digitized by Internet Archives, the Center’s Pathfinders to various areas of research, and the
Community Album, a collection of historical photographs for the surrounding area.
Perhaps the most valuable online service of all is the "Ask a Librarian" section. As stated on the
new web site, "Uncertain whether we have a record you’re seeking? Need a quick pointer on what
to do next in your research? Ask a Genealogy Librarian and get a quick response. Answers to your
questions about our catalogs, collections, databases, programs and other services are just an
email away. Contact us at Genealogy@ACPL.Info for additional information about The Genealogy
Center or a quick pointer to help you advance your research. We’ll make every effort to respond to
your general queries within 48 hours."
The Fred J. Reynolds Historical Genealogy Department, located in the Main Library Branch of the
Allen County Public Library, is the second-largest genealogy department in North America. It is
home to more than 350,000 printed volumes and 513,000 items of microfilm and microfiche. Only
the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, a private institution, is larger.”
Source: Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter
genealogy/2010/10/new-genealogy-site-httpwwwgenealogycenterorg.html
a free newsletter……

ANCESTORS
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-by Karen Loy
[Editor’s Note: This is the 2nd of 4 articles Karen submitted on Civil War Veterans from The Evening Republican ]

The Evening Republican
April 29, 1941

Last Veteran
Of Civil War In
County Taken
Andrew J. Hunter Dies
This Afternoon, Two
Weeks After Daughter.
RECENTLY PASSED 96

Native of Newbern
Enlisted When Only 16
–Unwounded in Many
Battles.
Andrew Jackson Hunter,
96, this county’s last
surviving veteran of the
Civil war, died at 1 o’clock
this afternoon at his home
at 1234 Franklin street.
His death followed by two
weeks that of Mrs. Gladys
Rigby, the daughter with
whom he had lived since
coming to Columbus from
Indianapolis 15 years ago.
She died the day before he
observed his 96th birthday
on April 12.
The funeral will be held
Thursday at Newbern, but

arrangements had not been
completed this afternoon.
Mr. Hunter left no close
relatives. Married twice,
both wives are dead and no
children are living.
Survivors include three
step-grandchildren
in
Indianapolis, a nephew in
Batesville, a nephew, David
Huffer, and niece, Mrs.
Laura Biddinger, here, and
a great-niece, Mrs. Ralph N
Doup of this city, who
recently was appointed his
guardian.
Enlists When Only 16.
Mr. Hunter’s parents were
Joseph and Sarah Hunter,
who moved from the
neighborhood of Shelby,
KY, to Newbern, where
their son was born April 12,
1845.
At the age of 16, Mr.
Hunter enlisted Sept. 17,
1861, at Newbern for
service in the Civil war, and
was mustered in at Madison
as private in Company G,
Sixth Indiana Volunteer
infantry.
This is said to have been
the first regiment raised in
for
Indiana
expressly
service in the Civil war.
Mr. Hunter served for a
time under Maj. Gus

Abbett, who organized
Company D of the 67th
Indiana infantry, recruited
here.
After he had completed his
first 3-year enlistment, he
reenlisted Jan 30, 1865, in
Columbus as a member of
Company H, 145th Indiana
infantry.
He ended his
service as a sergeant Jan 21,
1866, at Macon, Ga.
Never Wounded or Ill.
Mr. Hunter survived a
number of the major
engagements of the war,
including Shiloh, Stone
River, Siege of Corinth,
Liberty
Gap,
Lookout
Mountain,
Missionary
Ridge, Buzzards’ Rooste,
Kenesaw Mountain and the
Siege of Atlanta.
In all his campaigning, he
never was wounded and
never sick enough to go to
the hospital.
Mr. Hunter moved here
from Indianapolis to live
with Mrs. Rigby about 15
years ago. Before that he
had lived in Winchester.
Two Comrades Depart.
When
he
came
to
Columbus there were 18
Civil war veterans still
living here. Recently there
were three, but William A.

Do you like to read old
gravestones/epitaphs ?
This one is precious !
“D.P.M.I.A.D.W.H”
are the letters that make
an arc at the top of 3 year
-by Kim Ray
old Hiram W. Snyder’s
stone. According to some notes from St. John’s Lutheran
Cem., Hiram saw a grave dug that was wet and just before he
died in 1860, he said,
“Don’t put me in a deep wet hole !”

Abbett died and William C.
Kerr moved to Edinburg.
He was an honorary
member of the G.A.R. here,
and also was made an
honorary member of the
United
Spanish
War
Veterans.
He originally belonged to
the
G.A.R.
post
at
Winchester but transferred
his membership to an
Indianapolis post later.
In his younger years, Mr
Hunter was a ditcher, welldigger and farmer at
Newbern.
A brother, Lee Hunter,
who was a Civil war
veteran, is buried at
Newbern.
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Ancestors in the News
Transcribed by J. Johnson

The Evening Republican

The Evening Republican

The Niagara Excursion
The following persons left this morning by way of the
C H & G to join the special that leaves Rushville today for Niagara and the East:
Morton Davis, Azalia
Elmer Davis
W W Martin
H O Cunningham, Columbus
Mrs. Foster
W N Brown
Wm P Balser
H M Swope
L G Redman
E Redman
P S Blessing
James Harrell
Jeff Reeves
Mrs. Bottsford
L E Strickland, Alert
J A Hughes, Elizabethtown
Jas L Talkington, Columbus
Myrtle Johnson
D S Merrel
M J Paine
Elva M Bowley
Scott Henry
J A Martin
Emma E Phillips
Thos Newton
M D Lee
Wm L Laskey
Jos Griffis
Will M Bates, Jr.
Fred J Bee
J D Phillips
Oliver Ong
Benj W Parker
Alma Parker
Hattie M Bowley
Kate Wilson
Laura B Bain
Mrs Henry Baker, Elizabethtown

Elizabethtown
The foundation for the Odd Fellows
building is finished.
Frank Vanwy is building a new house.
Petersville
Ab Glick is to attend commercial school at Hartsville
this fall.
Frank McIntyre is moving to his mother-in-law’s farm
in Rockcreek…
Morgan Hook and Charles White have returned from
Madison….
Taylorsville
Mr Buck Zeigler took to wife Miss Fannie Cook on
the last day of July.

Tuesday, August 18, 1885

Wednesday, August 12, 1885

The Evening Republican

Tuesday, August 2, 1910

Misses Blanche Perry, Esther Spannagle and Hattie
Drake went to Cincinnati today to make arrangements
to attend the Cincinnati College of Music….
Wednesday, August 3, 1910
Matt Lindsley, manager of the Lyric theater, has
extended an invitation…
W A Fleming, of Jackson St ….suffered a badly
mashed foot…
Miss Mary Cole went to New Albany.
Mrs Frank Crump Jr. left today…
Miss Ella Orr, Miss Nellie Loop and Miss Edna Perry
arrived home from Terre Haute, where they were
attending the State normal.

The Evening Republican

Friday, August 12, 1910

Chase Moore came home…
Carl Wert went to Indianapolis…
Mrs Harry Graves went to Seymour..
Miss June Walker, of Walesboro..
Mrs Effie Kennedy went to Clifford…
Mrs Albert Boesch of Richmond visited her daughter,
Mrs. Roy Mason.
Misses Edna Gaston and Maud Morrow will return
Saturday from a ten days’ trip to Niagara Falls.

ANCESTORS

I AM MY OWN
-author unknown
Many, many years ago when I was twenty three,
I got married to a widow who was pretty as could be.
This widow had a grown-up daughter
Who had hair of red.
My father fell in love with her,
And soon the two were wed.
This made my dad my son-in-law
And changed my very life.
My daughter was my mother,
For she was my father’s wife.
To complicate the matters worse,
Although it brought me joy,
I soon became the father
Of a bouncing baby boy.
My little baby then became
A brother-in-law to dad.
And so became my uncle,
Though it made me very sad.
For if he was my uncle,
Then that also made him brother
To the widow’s grown-up daughter
Who, of course, was my stepmother.
Father’s wife then had a son, who kept them on the run.
And he became my grandson, for he was my daughter’s son.
My wife is now my mother’s mother and it makes me blue.
Because, although she is my wife, she’s my grandmother, too.
If my wife is my grandmother, then I am her grandchild.
And every time I think of it, it simply drives me wild.
For now I have become the strangest case you ever saw.
As the husband of my grandmother, I am my own grandpa !
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Bartholomew County Genealogical Society,Inc
PO Box 2455
Columbus, Indiana 47202-2455
Member of Indiana Genealogical Society and
Federation of Genealogical Societies

Bartholomew County Genealogical Society Membership
Membership year extends from January – December and includes 4 issues of ANCESTORS

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________CITY: ______________ ST: ____ ZIP: ___________
PHONE: __________________________ EMAIL: ___________________________________________
Enclosed is a check for 1year Membership:
_________ NEW MEMBER(S)

Individual ($10)

_________RENEWAL

Couple ($15)

__________NEWSLETTER via. EMAIL

RESEARCHING/additional SURNAMES: _________________________________________________

Thanks for your Support !!
The public is invited to attend any of the BCGS meetings/outings. The meetings are held in the Bartholomew County Public
Library Red Room at 1:00 on the 4th Saturday, bimonthly from January to November. Please always check the calendar for
alternative times and locations. For more info, please contact us at: bcgs47202@yahoo.com
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